Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty for lower limb ischaemia.
Forty successful percutaneous transluminal angioplasties (PTA) were performed in the iliac and femoropopliteal segments of 33 patients with lower limb ischaemia. There was immediate symptomatic relief in 37 limbs (92 per cent) although 7 relapsed and 5 patients required reconstructive arterial surgery within a month of PTA. Objective testing showed that the longer term relapse rate (median follow-up 12 months) was low (10 per cent). Despite a significant incidence of early complications and relapse, PTA provided a good long term result in the majority of patients treated.